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SEEM  O  1ST. 


“  Ye  shall  be  baptized  -with  the  Holy  Ghost.” — Acts  1 :  5. 

TTe  hear  much  of  late  concerning  the  wants  of  the  Church. 
Their  number  and  nature  have  been  paraded  with  great 
prominence,  and  have  given  rise  to  many  plans  designed  to 
remedy  the  supposed  evils  and  supply  alleged  defects. 

In  one  respect,  as  a  Divine  Institution,  the  Church  needs 
nothing ;  it  already  possesses  every  endowment  and  adorn¬ 
ment  requisite  to  its  completeness  and  glory.  It  is  a  king’s 
daughter  all  glorious  within,  and  her  clothing  is  of  wrought 
g°U. 

The  difficulty,  then,  which  meets  us  in  practically  evangeliz¬ 
ing  all  nations  lies  not  in  any  supposed  want  or  defect  in  the 
Church,  which,  as  Christ’s  body,  is  perfect  in  its  organization 
and  functions,  but  in  the  disuse  or  misuse  of  the  means  and 
instrumentalities  which  God  has  bestowed  upon  the  Church 
for  its  conservation  and  extension.  It  is  very  much  to  be 
feared  that  in  our  anxiety  to  adapt  the  human  arrangements 
of  the  Church  to  the  varying  exigencies  of  time  and  place,  and 
in  our  efforts  to  perfect  canon  and  ritual,  we  are  overlooking 
that  Divine  Being  without  whom  all  else  is  powerless  and 
vain.  And  hence  were  I  called  upon  to  state  what  I  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  the  great  want  of  the  Church,  I  should  reply,  not 
so  much  an  increase  of  the  clergy — or  liturgical  flexibility 
and  rubrical  relaxation — or  greater  ecclesiastical  unity — or  a 
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higher  standard  of  pulpit  teaching;  but  the  Baptism  of  the 
Holy  Ghost :  the  increased  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  already 
given  to  the  Church,  but  for  the  outpouring  of  which,  God  has 
declared  that  lie  will  be  specially  inquired  of. 

We  are  living  under  that  phase  of  the  Divine  economy 
known  as  the  Dispensation  of  the  Spirit ;  but  alas !  we  act  too 
much  as  if  we  regarded  the  Holy  Ghost  as  an  ideal  abstraction 
invented  to  fill  a  chasm  in  our  theological  system,  or  as  if  lie 
were  no  more  than  a  Promethean  fire  kindling  into  life  the 
marble  form  of  a  cold  and  classic  Philosophy.  There  is  a 
fearful  amount  of  infidelity  abroad  even  in  the  Church,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  personality  and  office  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  I  mean 
that  practical  infidelity  which  seems  to  ignore  his  existence  as 
a  living,  acting,  divine  Being,  by  dispensing  with  His  agency 
and  seeking  to  work  out  schemes  of  progress  and  reform 
irrespective  of  His  influence  and  power.  I  can  not,  then,  too 
earnestly  ask  your  serious  attention  to  a  brief  consideration  of 
the  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  of  the  needed  coming 
down  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  Church  before  it  can  look  forth  as 
the  morning,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terrible  as 

an  army  with  banners. 

#/ 

That  the  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  paramount  want 
of  the  Church,  will  appear  from  several  important  consider¬ 
ations. 

1st.  From  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  scheme  of 
Redemption. 

The  offices  of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  so  manifold  that  I  must 
restrict  myself  to  the  enumeration  of  only  a  few  of  the  more 
prominent  of  them. 

It  is  one  of  Ilis  offices  to  convince  the  world  of  sin. 

]Sro  man  will  repent  of  sin  until  he  is  convinced  of  sin,  and  no 
man  will  be  convinced  of  sin  until  he  has  some  adequate 
notions  of  the  holiness  of  God  and  the  spirituality  of  the  law 
against  which  he  has  sinned.  But  who  shall  teach  these 
things?  The  carnal  mind  can  not  do  it,  “for  it  is  enmity 
against  God.”  Philosophy  can  not  do  it,  for  it  is  not  taught 
“  in  the  words  in  which  man’s  wisdom  teacheth.”  Of  himself 
man  would  never  originate  a  single  conviction  of  sin.  lie  is 
in  his  natural  state  an  enemy  of  God,  an  alien  from  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Israel,  and  by  no  mental  or  psychological  pro- 
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cess  can  conviction  be  evolved  out  of  the  unrenewed  heart. 
There  must  be  then  some  agency  from  without  which  shall 
remove  the  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  sinner,  and  enable 
him  to  see  his  sins  “  in  the  light  of  God’s  countenance,”  and 
cry  out,  “  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?” 

This  is  one  of  the  specific  works  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  “  When 
He  is  come,”  says  our  Lord,  “He  will  reprove  the  world  of 
sin;”  and  this  He  does  by  imparting  new  power  to  the  con- 
science,  new  perception  to  the  understanding,  new  desires  to 
the  soul,  new  energy  to  the  word,  and  by  causing  the  long 
hood-winked  sinner  to  see  his  need  of  a  Saviour,  even  Christ 
the  Lord.  The  conversion  of  each  soul  must  be  begun,  con¬ 
tinued,  and  ended  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Hence  the  declaration 
of  Christ,  “'Ye  must  be  born  again  ;”  born  of  water  and  of  the 
Spirit.  Ho  frames,  no  feelings,  no  animal  excitement,  no  pro¬ 
fessions  will  answer  as  a  substitute.  The  Holy  Ghost  must  first 
touch  the  heart,  before  it  will  melt ;  must  first  unstop  the  ear, 
before  it  will  hear;  must  first  open  the  eye,  before  it  will  see  ; 
must  first  unbind  the  mind,  before  it  can  move  ;  must  first 
inspire  love,  before  there  will  be  any  outgoing  of  affections. 
Thus  the  very  initial  work  of  salvation  must  be  wrought  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Lord  and  giver  of  spiritual 
life. 

It  is  the  office  of  the  Holy  Ghost  not  only  to  convince  the 
world  of  sin  but  of  righteousness  also.  To  convince  the  world 
of  sin  and  then  leave  it  to  the  harrowings  of  that  conviction, 
would  be  to  do  an  unfinished  work.  The  conviction  of  sin 
is  but  a  first  step  leading  to  other  steps  and  other  results.  Ho 
second  step  indeed  can  be  made  until  the  first  is  taken  ;  but 
when  we  take  the  first  it  is  not  designed  that  we  should  rest 
there.  Having  felt  the  convictions  of  sin,  it  is  then  necessary 
that  we  should  feel  the  need  of  a  righteousness  wherewith  to 
come  before  Jehovah.  But  whose  righteousness  ?  Ours  ? 
Ours  is  “  as  filthy  rags,”  the  fig-leaves  of  our  fall  and  shame. 
Ho ;  we  want  a  perfect  and  complete  righteousness,  one  in 
which  the  law  can  find  no  fault,  one  that  God  will  approve, 
and  on  account  of  which  he  will  justify  us  in  the  sight  of  the 
universe. 

This  righteousness,  however,  as  it  can  not  be  wrought  out  by 
ourselves,  has  been  obtained  for  us  by  our  substitute  and 
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surety,  Jesus  Christ.  lie  it  is,  “  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us 
wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemp¬ 
tion.”  lie  is  the  “  Lord  our  Kighteousness,”  and  our  moral 
beauty  becomes  perfect  only  through  the  comeliness  which 
He  puts  upon  our  defiled  and  guilty  spirit. 

But  how  shall  we  put  on  Christ  ?  How  become  clothed 
upon  with  his  righteousness  ?  It  can  not  be  done  by  any  effort 
of  the  human  will,  or  by  any  process  of  intellection,  or  by  any 
self-engendered  faith.  This  is  the  Spirit’s  work.  As  it  is  by 
His  convincing  power  that  we  are  made  to  see  our  vileness  and 
nakedness  and  our  need  of  a  Saviour,  so  it  is  by  His  power 
that  we  are  born  again ;  and  becoming  new  creatures  in  Christ 
Jesus,  are  thus  invested  writh  a  complete  and  justifying  right¬ 
eousness.  But  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  does  not  cease 
with  the  new  birth  of  the  soul,  and  the  investing  of  the  soul 
with  the  imputed  righteousness* of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  His 
office  to  sanctify  the  soul.  There  is  in  this  day  of  loose  theo¬ 
logy  and  confused  nomenclature,  a  too  frequent  blending  of 
the  terms  justification  and  sanctification.  Both  indeed  are 
God’s  acts  and  gifts  ;  but  the  one,  justification,  is  the  act  of 
God  towards  us,  whereby  for  Christ’s  sake,  and  on  account  of 
the  imputation  to  us  of  His  righteousness,  we  are  declared 
and  accounted  as  righteous  before  Him.  The  other,  sanctifica¬ 
tion,  is  the  act  of  God  in  us,  whereby  the  soul  born  anew  of 
the  Spirit,  is  by  the  Spirit  nurtured  and  trained  in  holiness 
and  is  thus  made  to  grow  up  in  the  image  of  Him  that  renewed 
him.  “  Hot,”  says  Bishop  Beveridge,  “  as  if  these  two  were 
severed  or  divided  in  their  subject;  no,  everyone  that  is 
justified  is  also  sanctified,  and  every  one  that  is  sanctified  is 
also  justified.  But  yet  the  acts  of  justification  and  sanctifica¬ 
tion  are  two  distinct  things ;  for  the  one  denotes  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  righteousness  to  us ;  the  other  the  implantation  of 
righteousness  in  us.  And,  therefore,  though  they  be  both  the 
act  of  God,  yet  the  one  is  the  act  of  God  toward  us,  and  the 
other  is  the  act  of  God  in  us.  Our  justification  is  in  God  only, 
not  in  ourselves ;  our  sanctification  is  in  ourselves  and  only, 
not  in  God.  By  our  sanctification  we  are  made  righteous  in 
ourselves,  but  not  accounted  righteous  by  God ;  by  our  justifi¬ 
cation  we  are  accounted  righteous  by  God,  but  not  made 
righteous  in  ourselves.” 
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Hence  Christ  says:  “Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth,  thy 
word  is  truth.”  The  presentation  and  unfolding  to  the  soul  of 
this  “truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,”  is  the  instrumental  cause  of  our 
sanctification.  It  is  the  Spirit’s  work  to  take  this  truth  and 
show  it  unto  men,  to  fire  their  spiritual  discernment,  spiritual 
desires,  spiritual  growth,  and  to  make  them  grow  in  grace  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

As  soon  might  we  expect  the  soul  to  create  itself,  as  to  make 
itself  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  Holy  Ghost  must 
renew  it  or  it  can  never  he  done ;  the  Holy  Ghost  must  apply 
Christ’s  righteousness  or  it  never  will  he  applied.  The  Holy 
Ghost  must  sanctify  it  with  the  truth  or  it  shall  never  see  God. 
And  as  it  is  the  office  ofithe*  Holy  Ghost  “to  convince  the  world 
of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment,”  so  do  the  operations 
of  this  blessed  Spirit  ramify  into  every  part  and  development 
of  the  Church’s  work  and  the  Christian’s  life.  Hence  the  numa 
her,  variety,  and  expressiveness  of  His  titles  indicative  of  his  per¬ 
petual  presence,  efficiency,  and  power.  Does  grace  abound  ? 
it  is  because  the  Spirit  of  Grace  is  poured  out  from  on  high. 
Does  faith  exist?  it  is  because  the  Spirit  of  Faith  is  abroad 
among  men.  Does  prayer  prevail  ?  it  is  because  the  Spirit  of 
Supplication  is  vouchsafed.  Does  truth  increase  ?  it  is  because 
the  Spirit  guides  men  into  it.  Are  we  ignorant  ?  He  is  the 
Spirit  of  Knowledge  to  instruct  us.  Are  we  foolish  ?  He  is 
the  Spirit  of  Wisdom  to  counsel  us.  Are  we  weak  ?  He  is  the 
Spirit  of  Might  to  strengthen  us.  Are  we  dejected?  He  is 
the  Spirit  of  Promise  to  make  us  hopeful.  Are  we  sinners  ? 
He  is  the  Spirit  of  Holiness.  Are  we  mourning  ?  He  is  the 
Comforter.  Are  we  seeking  to  become  the  children  of  God  ? 
He  is  the  Spirit  of  Adoption  whereby  we  cry  Abba  Father. 

Such  is  the  almighty  and  all-pervading  influence  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  the  scheme  of  redemption,  and  this  too  as  man¬ 
ifested  in  only  one  portion  of  that  scheme ;  for  we  have  not 
spoken,  nor  can  we  now  enlarge  upon  the  doings  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  the  counsels  of  the  Godhead,  when  before  the  found¬ 
ation  of  the  world  this  scheme  was  devised ;  nor  of  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  person  and  constitution  of  Christ 
whom  he  anointed  to  his  Messiahship  :  but  these  will  suffice  to 
evince  the  truth  of  the  proposition  that  the  Church  needs  the 
Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  because,  without  it,  the  scheme  of 
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salvation  can  not  be  accomplished,  even  to  the  saving  of  a  single 
soul. 

But  secondly,  we  may  gather  more  enlarged  views  of  the 
needed  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  if  we  dwell  for  a  moment 
on  Ilis  agency  in  building  up  the  Church  of  Christ.  The 
Church  of  God  is  called  “  a  living  temple”  built  up  of  “  lively 
stones,”  and  all  resting  “  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles 
and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  being  the  chief  corner-stone.”  We 
have  just  seen  that  each  stone  of  this  temple  is  made  a  “living 
stone"  by  the  inhabitation  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  That  it  is  Ilis 
office  to  quarry  it  out  of  the  rocky  ledge  of  nature,  to  hew 
and  square  it  with  the  hammer  of  conviction,  to  polish  it  with 
a  justifying  righteousness,  and  to  lay  it,  in  the  beauty  of  holi¬ 
ness,  in  its  proper  place,  in  that  glorious  pile,  which,  because 
of  the  Spirit’s  work  upon  each  living  stone,  and  because  of  Ilis 
dwelling  therein,  becomes  the  living  temple  of  the  living  God, 
“  the  habitation  of  God  in  the  Spirit.”  As  then  there  can  be 
no  single  living  stone  without  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
so,  of  course,  there  can  be  no  aggregate  of  these  stones,  or  a 
Church,  unless  by  the  operation  of  the  same  Spirit.  An  earthly 
architect  when  he  would  build  a  grand  cathedral,  directs  all 
his  art  to  the  arrangement  of  materials  already  prepared  to 
his  hand.  But  the  Divine  Architect  must  create  his  materials, 
must  make  by  Ilis  own  power  every  living  stone,  and  then 
build  them  up  together  “  an  holy  temple  unto  the  Lord 
and  when  its  cap-stone  shall  be  laid  amid  the  shoutings  of  the 
heavenly  host,  Grace,  grace  unto  it,  lie  shall  be  at  once  the 
Creator  who  made  the  materials,  the  Architect  who  erected 
the  temple,  and  the  Divinity  which  fills  it  with  His  glory. 

If,  passing  from  the  materials  out  of  which  this  Church  is 
made,  we  turn  to  the  visible  ordinances  which  pertain  to  its 
earthly  manifestation,  we  find  two  things  specially  demanding 
attention — the  preaching  of  the  word  and  the  ministration  of 
the  sacrament.  Our  XIXth  Article  declares  that  “  the  visible 
church  is  a  congregation  of  faithful  men  in  the  which  the  pure 
word  of  God  is  preached  and  the  sacraments  be  duly  minis¬ 
tered,  etc.”  The  preaching  of  the  word  implies  a  word  to 
preach,  but  whose  word  ?  The  word  of  God,  the  word  of 
Christ,  the  word  which  holy  men  of  old  spake  as  they  were 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  We  know,  both  from  the  history 
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of  the  Church  and  from  the  promises  of  Christ,  what  power 
there  is  in  the  preached  word  wdien  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghost.  God  asks :  “  Is  not  my  word  as  a  fire  ?”•  and  the  Bible 
tells  us  that  it  is  ;  that  when  rightly  uttered  it  glows  upon  the 
coal-touched  lips,  kindles  lofty  flames  in  the  hearts  of  the  good, 
and  burns  up  the  hay  and  stubble  of  self-righteousness  in  the 
hearts  of  others.  God  asks  :  “  Is  not  my  word  like  a  hammer 
that  breaketh  the  flinty  rock  in  pieces?”  and  the  Bible  tells  us 
that  it  is — that  when  wielded  by  men  of  faith  its  ponderous 
blows  break  the  stony  heart,  beat  down  the  rocky  walls  of  infi¬ 
delity,  and  split  out  from  the  very  granite  ledges  of  heathenism 
living  stones,  that  shall  become  u  as  polished  corners  of  the  tem¬ 
ple”  of  God.  God  tells  us  that  His  word  is  “  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,”  and  a  right  trusty  sword  it  is.  It  was  forged  in  hea¬ 
venly  fires — its  edge  has  a  divine  temper ;  and  such  is  its  keen¬ 
ness  that  “  it  pierces  even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  the  joints 
and  the  marrow,  and  is  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents 
of  the  heart.”  But  to  do  this  execution,  the  hand  that  grasps 
it  must  be  nerved  with  spiritual  power,  and  drilled  to  its  use ; 
for  it  is  only  with  the  brawn  and  sinew  and  skill  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  imparts,  that  we  are  able  to  wield  it  with  effect  in  fight¬ 
ing  the  good  fight  of  faith.  God  tells  us  that  the  entrance  of 
His  word  giveth  light,  and  so  it  does.  Let  it  enter  into  the 
darkened  mind,  and  it  is  immediately  lit  up  with  truth ;  let  it 
enter  into  the  benighted  household,  and  it  becomes  radiant 
with  holy  brightness ;  let  it  enter  into  the  midnight  of  hea¬ 
thenism,  and  it  becomes  Gospel  noon. 

There  is  no  moral  or  spiritual  darkness  which  it  will  not 
drive  away.  God  has  hung  it  up  in  the  firmament  of  the 
Church  as  the  sun  to  rule  the  Gospel  day ;  but  unlike  the 
natural  sun,  which  no  sooner  reaches  the  zenith  than  it  hastes 
to  its  setting,  this  light  waxes  more  and  more  to  the  perfect 
day ;  unlike  the  sun,  which  casts  broad  shadows  even  at  its 
brightest  shining,  this  light  is  always  vertical.  Unlike  the  sun, 
which,  dazzling  as  it  is  to  the  human  eye,  has  yet  many  macu¬ 
lae  upon  its  disc,  this  light  is  spotless ;  unlike  the  sun,  which  is 
often  darkened  by  the  intervening  moon,  this  light  suffers  no 
eclipse. 

But  this  word  is  thus  light  only  as  it  is  made  so  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.  He  must  illuminate  each  verse,  until,  reflecting  the 
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rays  of  Ilia  own  spirituality,  it  becomes  a  light  to  the  feet  and 
a  lamp  to  the  path  ;  otherwise  it  is  as  useless  to  guide  the  soul 
to  the  haven  of  rest  as  a  lighthouse  at  midnight  without  its 
shining  lantern. 

God  declares  that  Ilisword  regenerates  the  soul,  that  we  are 
u  begotten”  “  through  the  word,”  “  being  born,”  says  the  Apos¬ 
tle,  “  not  of  corruptible  seed  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  word 
of  God  ;”  and  so  it  does.  It  falls  upon  the  ear  of  the  carnal  man, 
penetrates  to  his  soul,  regenerates  it,  and  it  becomes  a  new 
creature  in  Christ  Jesus ;  but  this  new  birth  is  not  through  any 
inherent  or  talismanic  power  in  the  word  itself ;  its  sole  regen¬ 
erating  power  is  lodged  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  whose  agency 
alone  it  renews  and  sanctifies  the  heart. 

And  yet  once  more  it  is  said  of  this  word  that  it  is  truth ; 
so  it  is — pure,  holy,  divine,  and  eternal  truth,  “  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  Jesus.”  It  is  enlightening,  sanctifying,  saving  truth.  But 
this  truth  saves  us  and  makes  us  free  from  sin,  and  purifies  the 
heart,  and  lightens  the  eyes,  only  as  the  Holy  Ghost  enables 
us  to  embrace  it,  to  love  it,  to  follow  it,  and  to  be  baptized  into 
His  Spirit.  “  By  the  word,”  says  Luther,  “  the  world  is  over¬ 
come,  by  the  word  the  Church  is  preserved,  by  the  word  it 
shall  triumph  again.”  But  this  word  must  be  preached — 
preached  by  men  bearing  Christ’s  commission,  dispensing  it  in 
Christ’s  name,  and  in  Christ’s  Church. 

As,  however,  the  word  itself,  though  the  word  of  God,  is 
powerless,  unless  accompanied  with  the  demonstration  of  the 
Spirit,  so  the  ministry  to  whom  the  word  and  sacraments  are 
confided,  is  powerless  unless  anointed  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Every  true  minister  of  Christ  is  one  who  has  been  called  to 
his  work  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  is  fully  recognized  in  our 
ordinal,  where  the  first  question  put  to  the  candidate  for  the 
diaconate  is,  “  Do.  you  trust  that  you  are  inwardly  moved  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  to  take  upon  you  this  office  and  ministra¬ 
tion  ?” 

Education  will  supply  the  mind  with  knowledge,  Art  will 
adorn  it  with  its  graces  and  beauty,  Oratory  will  make  the 
tongue  eloquent,  personal  accomplishments  will  make  the  man 
admired,  and  the  hands  of  the  bishop  may  give  him  the  out¬ 
ward  authority  “  to  minister  the  word  and  sacraments but 
none  of  these,  nor  all  combined,  will  make  him  a  minister  of 
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our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Our  Lord  himself  commanded  His  Apostles  to 
tarry  at  Jerusalem  until  they  were  “  endued  with  power  from 
on  high.”  They  were  called  to  the  apostleship  by  His  own 
voice,  they  were  instructed  by  His  own  lips,  they  were  trained 
up  at  His  own  side,  they  were  the  recipients  of  His  choicest 
favors ;  but  they  were  not  to  preach  the  word,  until  they  had  a 
“  power”  which  they  then  had  not,  and  which  they  received 
only  when  the  Holy  Ghost  came  upon  them  in  Pentecostal 
glory. 

And  what  were  the  elements  of  this  power  for  which  they 
were  to  wait,  without  which  their  very  apostleship  was  of  no 
avail  ?  It  was,  first,  a  power  to  understand  divine  truth  ;  and 
secondly,  a  power  to  proclaim  it  with  unction  and  effect. 

Thus  every  element  of  ministerial  power  is  the  special  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  a  ministry  stripped  of  this  power, 
however  much  it  may  boast  of  its  apostolicity  and  its  Christ¬ 
ianity,  is  no  more  a  ministry  of  Christ,  save  in  its  outward 
name,  than  the  Plamens  of  Jupiter,  the  Priestesses  of  Yishnu, 
or  the  Muftis  of  Mohammed.  In  like  manner  if  we  examine 
the  sacraments  which  belong  to  this  Church,  which  Christ  Him¬ 
self  instituted,  and  which  His  ordained  servants  are  bound  duly 
to  minister,  we  shall  come  to  the  same  result.  Baptism  “  is 
the  outward  and  visible  sign  of  an  inward  and  spiritual  grace,” 
and  unless  this  inward  and  spiritual  grace  has  been  inwrought 
into  the  soul  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  outward  and  visible  sign 
is  perfectly  inefficacious  to  produce  spiritual  regeneration. 
Hence  our  baptismal  office  contemplates  it  throughout  as  a 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  inward  and  spiritual  grace  is 
His  peculiar  work ;  and  in  the  case  of  adults  that  grace  must 
first  be  put  into  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  no  outward 
application  of  water,  even  by  priestly  hands,  and  in  the  for¬ 
mula  of  Christ’s  own  ordering,  will  beget  it.  It  is  just  as  ab¬ 
surd  as  it  would  be  to  sign,  seal,  and  deliver  a  deed  conveying 
an  estate,  before  the  parties  in  the  contract  had  made  any 
bargain,  settled  any  terms,  or  paid  any  consideration.  The 
whole  efficacy  of  Baptism  then,  lies,  not  in  the  seals  which 
authenticate,  or  in  the  sign  which  emblemizes,  or  in  the 
pledge  which  vouchsafes,  but  in  the  thing  which  is  authentica¬ 
ted,  which  is  emblemized,  which  is  vouchsafed,  and  that  is  an 
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inward  and  spiritual  grace,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  Catechism, 
“  a  death  unto  sin  and  a  new  birth  unto  righteousness,” 
wrought  in  the  soul  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  as  in  the  sacra¬ 
ment  of  Baptism  so  also  in  that  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
entire  efficacy  of  it  lie3  in  its  relations  to  the  Holy  Ghost. 
That  Holy  Communion  is  a  means  of  grace  to  us,  only  as  we 
“worthily  receive  the  most  precious  body  and  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ;”  and  we  worthily  receive  these,  only  as  we  are  enabled 
“  in  these  gifts  and  creatures  of  bread  and  wine”  spiritually 
to  “  discern  the  Lord’s  body.”  But  we  can  spiritually  dis¬ 
cern  Ilim,  only  as  the  Holy  Ghost  enables  us  so  to  do.  The 
senses  of  men  can  not  perceive  a  crucified  Saviour  in  the  em¬ 
blems  used  in  that  sacrament,  the  reason  of  men  can  not  dis¬ 
cern  Him  under  these  material  signs;  but  when  the  Holy 
Ghost,  whose  office  it  is  to  glorify  Christ,  takes  of  the  things 
of  Christ,  the  wondrous  things  of  his  love  and  mercy,  and  hold¬ 
ing  them  before  the  eye  of  faith  strengthens  its  vision  to  dis¬ 
cern  in  that  bread  Christ’s  broken  bodv,  and  in  that  wine 
Christ’s  poured-out  blood ;  then,  and  then  only,  do  our  souls 
•“  feed  upon  these  holy  mysteries  with  the  spiritual  food  of  the 
most  precious  body  and  blood”  of  our  redeeming  Jesus.  Let 
us  remember,  however,  as  the  Homily  on  the  worthy  receiving 
of  the  sacrament  declares,  “That  in  the  Supper  of  the  Lord 
there  is  no  vain  ceremony,  no  bare  sign,  no  untrue  figure  of  a 
thing  absent,  but,  as  the  Scripture  saith,  the  table  of  the  Lord, 
the  bread  and  cup  of  the  Lord,  the  memory  of  Christ,  the 
annunciation  of  Ilis  death,  yea,  the  communion  of  the  body 
and  blood  of  the  Lord  in  a  marvellous  incorporation,  which  by 
'the  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  (the  very  bond  of  our  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Christ,)  is  through  faith  wrought  in  the  souls  of  the 
faithful.”  Thus  the  efficacy  of  both  sacraments  is  lodged  in  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  and  to  the  glory  of  our  Church  be  it  said,  that  this 
doctrine  is  prominently  declared  in  its  Offices,  Catechism, 
Articles,  and  Homilies. 

If,  then,  the  sacraments  have  power  only  as  the  Holy  Ghost 
accompanies,  precedes,  or  succeeds  their  ministration — if  the 
ministry  has  power  only  as  the  Holy  Ghost  comes  down  upon 
it — if  the  word  has  power  only  as  it  is  set  home  to  the  heart 
by  the  Holy  Ghost — then  are  we  right  in  declaring  with  an 
emphasis,  which  the  solemnity  of  the  subject  demands,  that 
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the  Church  of  the  living  God  is  maintained  in  its  outward 
visibility,  and  in  its  mystical  incorporation  with  its  risen  Head, 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  consequently  the  Church 
will  have  life,  strength,  growth,  holiness,  and  beauty,  only  as 
it  is  baptized  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

I  remark,  thirdly.  That  the  great  want  of  the  Church  is  the 
coming  down  upon  it  of  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  because 
He  only  can  remove  the  evils  which  assail  the  Church.  From 
the  Apostles’  days  to  the  present  time  the  Church  has  never 
been  free  from  error  ;  but  that  error  is  ever  changing  its  form 
and  mode  of  attack,  because  the  arch  enemy  now  presents 
himself  as  an  angel  of  light,  and  now  as  a  roaring  lion  seeking 
whom  he  may  devour.  The  errors  which  now  afflict  the 
Church  are  specious,  having  a  show  of  piety ;  are  plausible, 
having  apparent  propriety  ;  are  captivating,  having  much  that 
flatters  the  natural  heart ;  are  insidious,  gaining  entrance  by 
stealthy  and  unexpected  means ;  and  are  eminently  perilous 
to  the  soul,  because  they  remove  it  from  its  only  sure  founda¬ 
tion-rock,  Jesus  Christ,  and  place  it  upon  the  shifting  sands 
of  man’s  lying  vanities. 

A  specification  of  a  few  of  these  evils  will  enable  us  to 
understand  their  general  character,  and  establish  the  position 
advanced. 

A  great  evil  in  the  Church  at  the  present  day  is  formalism. 
Rites  and  ceremonies  are  necessary  to  the  very  existence  of 
the  visible  Church,  they  constitute  the  body  corporate  of  which 
religion  is  the  spirit.  It  is  the  spirit  however  which  gives 
value  to  the  form,  and  not  the  form  to  the  spirit ;  even  as  it  is 
the  soul  which  gives  value  to  the  form  of  man,  and  not  the  dust 
and  ashes  which  give  value  to  the  immortal  spirit.  And  as 
the  body  of  man,  though  the  highest  manifestation  of  physical 
beauty,  sculptured  by  the  hand  of  God  himself,  is,  when  the 
breath  of  life  goes  out  of  it,  but  a  carcase  tending  to  corruption; 
so  the  most  ancient,  most  glorious  forms  of  the  Church  are 
nothing  but  a  ritualistic  carcase  tending  to  decay,  when  devoid 
of  the  life-giving  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  the  soul  can  not  demonstrate  its  existence  to  our 
senses  except  through  some  visible  and  material  organization  ; 
so  the  Holy  Ghost  manifests  itself  as  a  spirit  of  grace  and  sup- 
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plication  through  the  instrumentality  of  rite9  and  ceremonies, 
the  liturgic  exponents  of  prayer  and  praise. 

The  danger,  however,  and  that  a  very  pressing  one,  is,  that 
in  our  attempts  to  preserve  intact  the  form,  we  give  it  a  value 
which  belongs  only  to  the  indwelling  spirit ;  for  it  falls  in  with 
the  whole  bent  of  the  natural  heart  to  be  a  formalist :  to  substi¬ 
tute  ritualism  for  repentance,  and,  Pharisee  like,  to  trust  to 
long  prayers,  and  broad  phylacteries,  and  wide  fringes,  rather 
than  cling  by  faith  to  the  one  oblation  once  offered  on  the  altar 
of  the  cross.  But  this  danger  will  be  averted  by  the  coming 
down  upon  the  heart  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  will  place  these 
forms  in  their  true  relation,  and  give  to  the  soul  such  a  discern¬ 
ment  and  appreciation  of  Ilis  own  presence,  that  there  will  be 
no  disposition  to  magnify  the  corporalities  through  which  He 
manifests  His  power.  The  forms  will  still  be  cherished  as 
precious,  the  clothing  of  wrought  gold  will  not  be  thrown 
away  because  the  king's  daughter  is  all-glorious  within  ;  but 
the  hidden  beauty  of  Christ’s  bride,  the  spiritual  treasures 
of  the  Church  wrill  be  kept  before  the  soul  as  its  first  object, 
and  be  made  to  receive  its  holiest  affection ;  for  when  the 
Holy  Ghost  dwells  in  the  heart  of  the  worshipper  every  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  instinct  with  grace,  every  rite  have  a  living 
tongue,  and  every  ceremony  minister  to  a  higher  devotion. 

Closely  allied  to  this  is  another  evil,  the  tendency  to  exalt 
signs  and  symbols  above  the  things  signified.  The  principle 
of  associating  spiritual  blessings  with  certain  ontward  and 
tangible  signs,  underlies  all  God’s  dealings  with  men  since  the 
day  that  lie  planted  in  Eden  the  tree  of  life,  and  the  tree  of 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  Hence  we  find  certain  mysteries 
of  the  Christian  religion  linked  with  certain  divinely-appointed 
signs  and  symbols ;  such  as  Baptism,  the  Lord’s  Supper,  the  lay¬ 
ing  on  of  hands  in  the  rite  of  confirmation  and  admission  to 
holy  orders.  There  are  those,  however,  who,  not  content  with 
regarding  these  in  their  biblical  character,  and  just  relations 
to  the  whole  economy  of  grace,  give  to  them  an  “  ex  opere 
operato  ”  efficacy ;  as  if  Christ  was  to  be  approached  through 
sacraments  instead  of  sacraments  through  Christ ;  as  if  the 
command  ran,  Be  baptized  and  believe,  instead  of  believe  and 
be  baptized ;  partake  of  the  Lord’s  supper  and  thus  be  united 
to  Christ’s  mystical  body,  instead  of  be  united  to  Christ  by  a 
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living  faith  first,  and  then  partake  of  the  badge  and  seal  of 
this  union  in  the  Eucharist.  I  need  not  stop  to  show  how 
such  a  perversion  of  the  sacraments  completely  destroys  their 
real  purpose ;  nor  how  the  undue  exaltation  of  the  rite  of 
laying  on  of  hands  in  confirmation  and  ordination,  detracts 
from  the  solemn  ratification  of  baptismal  vows  in  the  one  case, 
and  the  solemn  consecration  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  in 
the  other,  neither  of  which  can  be  truly  done  without  the  aid 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Such  undue  exaltation  of  outward  and 
visible  signs  can  never  take  place  where  the  heart  is  under 
the  controlling  power  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  He  never  inter¬ 
poses  between  Christ  and  the  sinner  a  set  of  outward  and 
visible  signs  and  rites,  which  the  soul  must  first  receive  before 
it  can  gain  access  to  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary  He  brings  the  souls  which  He  convicts  of  sin  directly  to 
Christ,  and  when,  through  His  own  indwelling  power,  they 
are  made  to  possess  the  inward  and  spiritual  grace,  then  are 
they  fitted  to  receive  the  outward  and  visible  signs  and  seals 
of  this  inner  work  of  the  Spirit,  and  not  till  then. 

The  same  line  of  remark  applies  to  the  ecclesiastical  theory 
which  assigns  to  the  visible  Church  the  position  of  an  inter¬ 
vening  institution,  by  outward  union  with  which  access  is 
gained  to  Christ ;  so  that  the  Church  is  not  a  congregation  of 
faithful  men,  made  faithful  by  the  Holy  Ghost  before  they 
were  added  to  the  Church ;  but  an  institution  to  make  them 
such,  and  with  which  they  must  first  become  united  by  an 
external  rite  before  they  can  receive  the  inward  and  spiritual 
grace :  or  that  other  theory,  which  makes  the  Christian  ministry 
a  sacrificing  Priesthood,  clothing  them  with  sacerdotal  power, 
and  making  them  the  only  channels  of  divine  grace. 

Let  us  not  be  understood  as  aiming  or  desiring  to  lower  in 
the  slightest  degree  the  Church,  the  ministry,  the  sacraments 
as  positive  Christian  institutions ;  so  far  from  it  we  hold  them 
up  with  all  earnestness  as  divinely-ordained  instruments, 
whereby  God  carries  on  His  work  of  grace  among  men,  and 
which  can  not  be  lightly  esteemed  or  indifferently  used  without 
dishonoring  God  and  doing  a  great  wrong  to  our  own  souls ; 
yet  we  know  the  tendency  to  rebound  from  one  error  to  its 
opposite,  a  tendency  so  prejudicial  to  truth  and  candor. 
4<  "Well-disposed  persons,”  says  Joseph  Milner,  the  pious  histo- 
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rian  of  the  Church,  “  who  often  gain  both  spiritual  comfort 
and  strength  through  the  means  of  sermons,  gain  nothing  from 
the  sacraments.  Why  is  this?  You  are  in  too  lazy  a  posture 
of  soul :  you  do  not  reverently  esteem  as  you  should,  this 
precious  means  of  grace,  as  the  channel  in  which  the  comforts 
of  your  salvation  may  be  expected  to  flow.”  And  this  is  true. 
But  while  we  would  give  the  sacraments  their  high  scrip¬ 
tural  position  and  their  just  reverence,  we  do  protest  against 
that  misplacing  of  them,  that  undue  exaltation  of  them,  and 
that  idolatrous  use  of  them,  which  makes  either  usurp  Christ’s 
place  or  the  Spirit’s  work  in  the  heart  of  men.  And  all  such 
erroneous  and  strange  notions  would  be  banished,  if  our  hearts 
were  more  inhabited  by  the  enlightening  and  sanctifying 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Another  evil  which  threatens  the  (Church  is  the  neolo<?ical 
and  rationalistic  tendencies  of  much  of  the  theology  of  the 
present  day.  In  our  fears  as  to  the  increase  of  Iiomanistic 
views,  and  in  our  efforts  to  put  them  down,  we  have  somewhat 
overlooked  an  evil  which,  though  small  now,  is  yet  manifesting 
itself  with  increasing  boldness  and  power  even  in  the  high 
places  of  the  Church,  and  in  the  chief  seats  of  the  Universities. 
We  have  so  long  done  warder’s  duty  in  the  watch-tower  of 
justification  by  faith,  and  have  so  long  combated  with  Tract- 
arian  falsities,  that  we  seem  to  forget  that  there  were  other 
points  attacked  and  other  enemies  at  our  gates.  Christ  is 
dishonored  as  much  by  a  process  which  impugns  or  discredits 
Ilis  word,  His  works,  and  Ilis  divine  offices,  as  He  is  by  any 
theories  of  sacramental  grace  or  priestly  mediation. 

We  confess  to  a  feeling  of  alarm  as  we  see  attempts  made  to 
reject  one  and  another  portions  of  Scripture,  to  explain  away 
some  of  its  most  vital  doctrines,  to  put  the  God-devised  scheme 
of  redemption  into  the  crucible  of  human  reason  and  subject 
it  to  the  test  of  a  vain  philosophy,  to  cast  out  the  supernatural 
in  all  that  is  declared  to  be  miraculous,  to  treat  as  mythic  the 
most  thrilling  scenes  of  Bible  history,  to  decry  its  plenary  in¬ 
spiration,  to  set  it  in  array  against  science,  and  to  explain  away 
or  receive  just  as  much  as  accords  with  the  hoodwinked  under¬ 
standing  of  men  blinded  by  sin  and  error.  These  views  are 
beginning  to  manifest  themselves  in  sermons,  in  commentaries, 
in  works  of  science,  in  schemes  of  philosophy,  in  popular  lec- 


tures,  in  the  pages  of  stately  quarterlies,  and  in  the  columns 
of  the  weekly  or  daily  press. 

The  attacks  of  this  enemy  are  rarely  open  and  avowed ;  they 
are  covert,  specious,  Gibeonitish.  Under  the  guise  of  great  rev¬ 
erence  for  God’s  word,  and  great  love  of  godliness  of  life,  they 
insinuate  most  soul-destroying  errors,  and  call  in  science  and 
reason  to  substantiate  their  falsehoods  and  give  to  their  views 
the  features  and  majesty  of  truth.  Every  attempt  to  make 
reason  supreme  in  matters  of  religion  is  a  virtual  attempt  to 
subjugate  faith,  and  every  effort  to  cast  out  faith  is  a  fighting 
against  God,  for  without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God. 

Xow  all  these  frauds  upon  revelation  and  these  attacks  upon 
faith  will  vanish  before  the  coming  down  upon  the  Church  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  For  He  is  the  spirit  of  faith.  He  it  is  who 
gives  the  listening  ear,  the  understanding  mind,  the  believing 
heart.  He  it  is  who  is  to  guide  into  all  truth,  for  He  is  the 
spirit  of  truth ;  and  as  all  revealed  truth  is  His  truth  because 
holy  men  of  old  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  so  will  He  guide  the  soul  whom  He  convicts  and  con¬ 
verts  into  all  the  truth  of  revelation,  and  he  will  love  it  all  — 
embrace  it  all,  feed  on  it  all,  make  it  all  the  man  of  his  coun¬ 
sel  and  the  omide  of  his  life.  There  can  be  no  neological  ten- 
dency,  no  rationalistic  philosophy,  no  pantheistic  speculation  in 
any  mind  which  has  been  baptized  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Ivindred  to  this  evil,  though  differing  from  it  in  many  im¬ 
portant  features,  is  that  mis-called  liberalism  which  is  knock¬ 
ing  for  entrance  at  the  doors  of  our  Church.  There  is  a  growing 
desire  in  many  minds  to  refine  away  the  distinguishing  doc¬ 
trines  of  grace,  to  level  the  ancient  landmarks  of  faith,  to  fuse 
all  religious  creeds  into  one  pointless  symbol,  to  fellowship 
with  philosophy,  and  art,  and  science,  and  literature,  even  at 
the  expense  of  surrendering  some  portions  of  divine  truth. 

This  liberalism,  which  seems  to  sway  many  minds  in  the 
Church  as  well  as  out  of  it,  is  most  dangerous,  insidious,  and 
visionary.  It  is  most  dangerous,  because  once  eliminate  from 
religion  its  strong  objective  truths  and  its  equally  influential 
subjective  emotions ;  once  remove  from  faith’s  moated  walls 
the  salient  angles  of  evangelical  doctrines,  those  strong  bas¬ 
tions  from  which  have  been  fought  the  controversies  of  eighteen 
centuries,  and  you  reduce  the  Church  to  utter  impotence ;  for 
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when  the  doctrines  of  grace  are  given  lip,  the  strength,  the  life, 
the  glory  of  the  Church  are  gone  for  ever.  It  is  most  insidious 
because  the  plea  for  liberal  principles,  and  for  ecclesiastical  union 
and  theological  harmony  are  very  attractive — very  amiable,, 
and  appear  so  full  of  charity  and  peace  ;  but  it  is  a  charity 
bought  at  too  high  a  price,  a  peace  purchased  too  dearly  when 
for  them  we  must  barter  the  fundamentals  of  our  faith.  We 
would  not  buy  charity  with  the  whole  world  or  peace  with 
every  sect  in  Christendom  if  it  must  be  done  at  the  expense 
of  a  single  concession  of  any  one  of  the  doctrines  of  grace  as 
set  forth  in  the  Catechism,  Articles,  and  Homilies  of  our  Church. 
We  will  cling  to  them,  we  will  fight  for  them,  we  will  die  for 
them,  but  we  will  not  surrender  them.  And  it  is  visionary,  be¬ 
cause  the  thing  itself  is  utterly  impossible.  God  has  made  men 
of  one  blood,  and  He  alone  can  make  them  of  one  mind.  Phi¬ 
losophy  can  no  more  do  it  than  it  can  make  men  of  one  speech 
or  of  one  color.  The  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  will  ultimately 
produce  this  moral  unity  of  the  human  race.  It  will  give  them 
all  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism  ;  it  will  inclose  them  all 
in  one  fold  under  one  shepherd,  lead  them  all  into  one  pasture, 
and  make  them  rest  at  noon — the  high  noon  of  millennial  dav, 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty.  But  this  will  be  done 
not  by  the  casting  out  any  distinguishing  doctrines — not  by 
blunting  their  points  or  relaxing  their  stringency ;  not  by  ac¬ 
commodating  them  to  human  schemes  or  slurring  them  over, 
or  holding  them  in  reserve.  Oh!  no  ;  but  by  projecting  them 
in  their  wholeness,  clearness,  purity,  as  the  truth  of  God  ;  by 
giving  them  their  Gospel  prominence,  and  by  contending  earn¬ 
estly  for  the  faith,  not  as  men  would  have  it,  shorn  of  its  locks 
of  strength  by  a  Delilali-like  liberalism,  but  for  the  faith  once 
delivered  to  the  saints. 

This  evil  spirit  of  liberalism  which  manifests  itself  here  and 
there  in  a  yearning  after  theological  or  ecclesiastical  union  on 
a  basis  which  ignores  what  is  peculiar  and  distinctive  in  the 
faith  of  the  several  churches  of  God,  can  be  met  and  put 
down  only  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  will  give  that  discern¬ 
ment  of  truth,  that  love  of  truth,  that  zeal  for  truth  which 
will  place  the  doctrines  of  the  cross  in  their  high,  central 
and  tail-controlling  position,  and  thus  lift  up  the  standard  of 
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t-lie  Lora  wnen  tills  enemy  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  shall 
come  in  like  a  flood. 

Having  spoken  of  these  dangers  from  the  enemies,  open  or 
concealed,  of  our  Church,  let  me  briefly  mention  some  which 
originate  in  our  midst,  and  which  can  only  he  met  and  over¬ 
come  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

It  must  certainly  be  regarded  as  a  great  evil  in  our  Church 
that  there  is  so  low  and  feeble  a  manifestation  of  spirituality 
among  our  communicants.  The  standard  of  piety  in  our 
Church  is  very  high,  because  it  is  the  Bible  standard.  Yotliing 
can  be  more  strict  than  the  spiritual  qualifications  demanded 
of  those  who  come  to  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  the  rite  of 
confirmation,  and  the  holy  communion.  Search  our  Prayer- 
Book,  in  all  its  prayers,  exhortations,  confessions,  and  thanks¬ 
giving,  in  its  offices,  its  articles,  its  ordinal,  and  you  can  find 
only  one  high  standard  of  spiritual  life,  one  continued  urging 
on  of  the  soul  to  daily  increase  in  God's  Holy  Spirit  more  and 
more  until  it  comes  unto  His  everlasting  kingdom. 

We  rejoice  that  it  is  so.  We  feel  exceedingly  glad  that 
every  page  of  the  Prayer-Book  lifts  up  this  holy  standard  of  a 
Christian  life,  and  sets  forth  so  clearly  the  great  doctrine  that 
we  must  die  unto  sin  and  live  unto  righteousness,  continually 
mortifying  all  our  evil  and  corrupt  affections,  and  daily  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  all  virtue  and  godliness  of  living.  Yet  while  our 
public  and  authorized  standard  is  so  high,  we  lament  that  the 
general  practice  under  that  standard  is  so  low  and  unsatisfac¬ 
tory. 

We  confess  to  the  grievous  inroads  which  conformity  to  the 
world  has  made  in  our  members,  not  merely  a  conforming  of 
our  lives  to  the  fashions  and  frivolities  of  the  world,  but  a 
steeping  of  our  souls  in  the  spirit  of  the  world,  its  spirit  of 
selfishness,  its  spirit  of  covetousness*  its  spirit  of  recklessness, 
its  spirit  of  enmity  towards  truth,  its  spirit  of  living  for  the 
present  irrespective  of  the  great  hereafter.  The  form  of  god¬ 
liness,  indeed,  has  not  been  cast  off,  but  the  life  of  godliness 
has  departed ;  we  have  a  name  to  live,  but  are  dead,  and  the 
Church  becomes  a  moral  graveyard  ;  bodies  are  there,  but  they 
breathe  not  the  breath  of  spiritual  life  ;  hands  and  feet  are  there, 
but  they  move  not  responsive  to  the  Spirit’s  call ;  hearts  are 
there,  but  they  throb  no  pulses  of  holy  love.  Who  now  can 
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make  a  resurrection  here  ?  Who  now  shall  put  to  his  lips  the 
trumpet  that  shall  wake  the  dead  ?  Who  but  the  Holy  Ghost 
coming  from  the  four  winds  and  breathing  upon  these  slain 
that  they  may  live  ?  And  when  this  revivification  shall  be  ac¬ 
complished,  then  shall  be  fulfilled  in  us  also  the  words  of  God 
by  the  mouth  of  Ezekiel,  u  And  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  the 
Lord  when  I  have  opened  your  graves,  O  my  people !  and 
brought  you  out  of  your  graves,  and  shall  put  my  spirit  in  you, 
and  ye  shall  live.” 

In  consequence  of  this  worldliness,  there  is  barrenness  and 
languishing  throughout  our  borders.  There  may  be  a  lengthen¬ 
ing  out  of  our  cords,  but  there  is  not  enough  of  strengthening  our 
stakes ;  there  may  be  much  surface  work,  but  very  little  of  that 
sub-soil  upturning  of  the  heart  with  the  ploughshare  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Hence,  while  the  seed  sown  springs  quickly 
up,  it  quickly  wilts  away,  because  it  had  “  no  deepness  of 
earth.” 

The  effect  of  this  inanimate  piety  is  felt  in  every  department 
of  the  Church,  The  ministry  feel  it,  for  their  hands  are  not 
upheld  like  Moses  by  the  Aarons  and  Ilurs  of  their  congre¬ 
gations,  and  hence,  the  Amalekites  of  sin  and  error  too  often 
overrun  and  scourge  the  Israel  of  God.  The  Sunday-schools 
feel  it,  and  the  precious  lambs  of  the  flock  are,  in  consequence, 
either  neglected  altogether,  or  taught  in  such  a  cold  and  repul¬ 
sive  way  as  to  be  driven  away  from  the  outspread  arms  of 
Him  who  said,  “  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me.”  The 
missionary  operations  of  the  Church  feel  it  in  its  collapsing 
treasury  and  in  the  heartless  deafness  of  the  Church  to  Mace-  * 
donian  calls.  The  evangelical  interests  of  the  Church  feel  it ; 
for  they  have  growth  only  as  they  have  life,  and  life  only  as 
they  breathe  the  breath  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  When  worldli¬ 
ness  stalks  into  the  Church,  evangelical  truth  creeps  out ;  and 
■with  the  giving  up  of  evangelical  truth  is  surrendered  the 
Levs  of  the  fortress  of  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints. 
Our  Theological  Seminaries  feel  this  worldliness  in  the  dwarfed 
spiritual  nature  of  many  of  the  candidates  for  holy  orders,  and 
in  the  fewness  of  those  who  are  willing  to  say,  “Woe  is  unto 
me  if  I  preach  not  the  Gospel.”  And  we  individually  feel  it 
in  the  poverty  of  our  own  spirit  and  the  slenderness  of  our 
•  own  grace,  in  the  general  coldness  which  pervades  our  hearts. 
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and  in  the  weakness  of  our  efforts  to  win  others  to  the  feet  of 
Jesus.  Every  department  of  Christian  labor  and  duty  feels 
the  weakening  effect  of  worldliness,  and  thus  there  is  brought 
over  much  debility  and  leanness  which  can  only  be  removed 
by  the  descending  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  When  He  comes 
down,  this  worldliness  will  depart — they  can  not  coexist — and 
then  will  be  felt  the  quickenings  of  divine  life  through  all  the 
agencies  and  operations  of  the  Church.  The  press,  instead  of 
being  as  now  like  the  fabled  tree  of  Virgil  by  the  mouth  of 
Avernus,  full  of  visionary  leaves  and  each  leaf  a  dream,  will  be 
rather  like  the  tree  of  life  planted  by  the  river  proceeding  out 
of  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb,  bearing  holy  fruits 
and  giving  forth  leaves  that  shall  be  for  the  healing  of  the  na¬ 
tions.  Our  theological  seminaries  shall  then  become  the  train¬ 
ing  schools  of  a  ministry  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron,  and 
that  shall  go  forth  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  Elias,  blowing  up 
the  Gospel  trumpet  wTith  no  uncertain  sound,  and  causing  all 
men  to  say,  as  they  see  their  holy  lives  and  hear  their  gracious 
words,  These  have  sat  at  Jesus’  feet  and  been  taught  of  him. 
The  Sunday-school  would  then  fulfill  its  destined  work  of  being 
a  nursing  mother  for  the  Church,  and  as  such  a  nursing  mother 
she  would  then  hear  and  obey  the  Spirit’s  voice  calling  to  her 
in  the  beautiful  language  of  the  Canticles :  “  O  thou  fairest 
among  women !  go  thy  way  forth  by  the  footsteps  of  the  flock, 
and  feed  thy  kids  beside  the  shepherds’  tents.”  Our  missionary 
operations  would  then  not  swing,  pendulum-like,  between  hope 
.  and  despair,  but  would  be  like  the  wheels  in  Ezekiel’s  vision, 
“  having  four  faces  looking  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  world, 
which  went  upon  their  four  sides ;  and  whithersoever  the  spirit 
was  to  go  they  went,  and  they  turned  not  as  they  went,  for  the 
glory  of  the  God  of  Israel  was  over  them.”  The  ministry,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  few  in  number  and  feeble  in  working,  would  be 
increased,  invigorated,  illuminated,  and  blessed,  until  there 
should  be  heard  all  over  the  world  the  exulting  cry,  “  How 
beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  them  that  bring- 
eth  salvation,  that  publishetli  peace.”  And  we  ourselves,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  lukewarm  in  lcfve,  and  feeble  in  faith,  and  only 
nominal  in  our  profession,  would  have  each  of  our  hearts  kin¬ 
dled  into  glowing  ardor,  swelling  with  holy  emotion.  The 
Spirit’s  presence  would  burn  out  with  his  holy  fire  the  selfish- 
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ness,  worldliness,  and  unbelief  which  remain  there  ;  and  with 
souls  baptized  by  Him  into  one  spirit,  we  should  live,  and  love, 
and  move  together  with  a  unity  and  harmony  which  can  be 
acquired  by  no  schemes  of  man,  because  the  power  to  make 
“  men  of  one  mind  in  a  house,”  is  solely  through  the  indwell¬ 
ing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Such  would  be  the  transformation 
wrought  in  the  Church  when  the  Holy  Ghost  shall  do  away  its 
worldliness  and  fill  it  with  Himself. 

Another  evil  in  our  Church  is  the  lack  of  a  free,  full,  and 
frequent  setting  forth  of  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Bible.  We 
are  not  more  deficient,  perhaps  not  as  much  in  this  respect,  as 
the  denominations  of  Christians  around  us  ;  still  we  are  deficient, 
and  the  deficiency  creates  an  evil. 

A  large  part  of  the  theological  heresy  of  the  day  is  owing 
as  much,  perhaps,  to  the  suppression  of  truth  as  to  the  broach¬ 
ing  of  positive  error.  Truths  which  are  long  kept  out  of  sight 
are  soon  forgotten,  and  lose  their  power  to  influence  the  mind. 
Truths  partially  stated  often  become  positive  error,  and  truths 
timidly  proclaimed,  or  so  overburdened  with  explanations  and 
qualifications  as  to  be  scarcely  seen,  command  no  respect  and 
produce  oftentimes  disastrous  effects.  The  want  of  well-de¬ 
fined  views  and  a  clear  discernment  of  the  due  relations  and 
just  proportions  of  the  leading  doctrines  of  grace,  has  weak¬ 
ened  the  power  of  the  pulpit  and  kept  down  the  growth  of  the 
Church.  The  spiritual  needs  of  our  people  are  not  met  by  ser¬ 
mons  suggested  by  moving  accidents  by  flood  and  field,  by 
harangues  on  the  questions  of  the  day,  by  hortatoiy  declama¬ 
tion,  by  rhetorical  essays;  they  crave  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
word  and  the  strong  meat  of  doctrine,  and  they  will  never 
get  beyond  the  condition  of  babes  in  Christ  unless  they  have  it. 

There  can  be  neither  steadiness  of  religious  purpose,  stabil¬ 
ity  of  theological  opinion,  solidity  of  Christian  character,  a 
lively  faith  or  growth  in  grace  where  the  emotional  elements 
of  our  being  are  cultivated  to  the  exclusion  of  the  reflective — 
where  man  is  treated  as  a  creature  of  feeling  and  passion 
rather  than  as  a  being  endowed  with  reason  and  understand¬ 
ing.  The  heart  must  be  touched,  but  the  mind  must  be  informed  ; 
the  passions  must  be  excited,  but  the  judgment  must  hold  the 
reins ;  the  emotional  faculties  of  the  soul  must  have  full  play. 
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but  only  alongside  of  the  processes  of  an  enlightened  reason. 
The  great  cause  of  this  defect  is,  that  we  ourselves  are  not  suf¬ 
ficiently  taught  the  things  of  God  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  AYe 
can  become  preachers  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ  only  as  the 
Holy  Ghost  makes  us  so  ;  it  is  only  when  we  speak  as  we  are 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost  that  we  utter  the  truth  of  God  in 
the  power  of  God.  Would  we,  as  a  Church,  avoid  the  evils  of 
a  perpetually  shifting  creed,  would  we  have  the  individual 
Christian  and  the  Church  itself  moored  to  the  strong  pierheads 
of  theology  so  that  they  shall  not  drift  away  with  every  cur¬ 
rent  of  opinion,  or  be  blown  out  to  sea  with  every  wind  of 
doctrine,  we  must  instil  into  their  minds  the  doctrines  of  grace, 
and  that  not  in  the  words  which  man’s  wisdom  teacheth,  but 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth.  Then  shall  we  preach  in 
demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  with  power,  for  Pentecostal 
blessings  shall  ever  follow  the  teachings  of  a  ministry  full  of 

the  Holv  Ghost. 

«/ 

Other  evils  might  be  mentioned,  but  these  specified  will  es¬ 
tablish  the  truth  of  my  proposition,  that  there  is  need  of  the  com¬ 
ing  down  upon  us  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  remove  the  evils  which 
threaten  the  Church,  and  by  no  other  agency  can  it  be  accom¬ 
plished.  You  may  multiply  canons  and  rubrics,  you  may 
amend  the  liturgies  and  ordinals,  you  may  increase  dioceses  and 
episcopates,  you  may  devise  schemes  of  Church  reform  and 
Church  expansion  ;  but  all  will  be  in  vain,  its  real  evils  will 
not  be  purged  away  nor  its  real  power  evolved  until  the 
Spirit  be  poured  out  from  on  high,  until  there  descend  upon  it 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Blessed  be  God,  this  Spirit  is  promised  freely,  fully,  perenially. 
God  has  pledged  Himself  to  pour  out  His  Spirit,  to  guide  us  into 
truth,  to  teach  us  what  we  ought  to  speak,  to  be  to  us  the  spirit 
of  grace  and  supplication,  to  witness  our  adoption,  to  seal  us 
unto  the  day  of  redemption,  to  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  the 
love  of  God,  to  abide  with  us  as  our  comforter,  to  impart  light 
and  peace  and  joy,  to  make  us  walk  in  God’s  statutes,  and  to 
give  us  that  anointing  by  which  we  become  kings  and  priests 
unto  God.  But  for  this  He  will  be  inquired  of,  for  this  goeth 
not  out  but  with  prayer  and  fasting.  The  work  then  for  us  to 
do,  is  to  bring  our  individual  souls  more  under  the  pervading 
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influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  live  more  in  the  full  realization 
and  enjoyment  of  Ilis  indwelling  presence,  to  be  made  by 
Him  mighty  in  prayer,  comely  in  the  beauty  of  holiness,  to  be 
by  Him  encased  in  the  panoply  of  God,  and  to  bring  our  plans 
and  labors  to  Him  as  a  spirit  of  wisdom,  and  counsel,  and  un¬ 
derstanding  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  they  may  be  blessed 
by  Him  without  whom  nothing  is  strong,  nothing  is  holy,  but  in 
whom  we  become  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  the  strongholds 
of  Sin,  Satan,  and  Death. 

I  have  thus  feebly  set  forth  what  I  believe  to  be  the  great 
want  of  the  Church  in  this  age  and  country ;  and  I  have  en- 
deavored  to  show  by  certain  specifications  and  details  how  the 
coming  down  upon  us  of  the  Holy  Ghost  will  meet  and  supply 
this  want. 

And  now,  brethren,  this  which  is  the  great  want  of  the 
Church  is  the  equally-needed  blessing  of  the  institution  which, 
this  evening,  celebrates  its  eighth  anniversary.  What  is  it  that 
we  aim  at  as  an  Evangelical  Knowledge  Society  ?  It  is  not  to 
set  up  new  standards  of  piety  or  platforms  of  theology  or  tests 
of  Churchmanship,  for  we  have  all  that  we  can  desire  in  the 
formularies  of  our  Church.  Human  wisdom  could  not  digest 
the  leading  doctrines  of  the  Bible  into  a  more  truthful  code  than 
is  found  in  our  XXXIX  Articles. 

Human  learning  could  not  arrange  a  more  befitting  mode 
of  worship  than  is  found  in  our  ritual,  and  love  can  find  no 
words  more  burning  —  prayer  no  forms  more  devotional  — 
penitence  no  terms  more  abasing,  and  praise  no  strains  more 
jubilant  than  are  embodied  in  our  glorious  Liturgy.  It  is  not 
our  aim  to  reform  the  Prayer-Book.  It  is  thoroughly  evan¬ 
gelical.  It  is,  in  its  every  service,  ordinance,  and  form,  fall  of 
Christ.  Ilis  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth  on  its  every 
page ;  and  blending  as  it  does  many  offices,  compassing  all  our 
relations  to  each  other  and  to  God,  it  may  truly  be  said  to  be, 
in  the  words  of  Solomon,  “  a  fountain  of  gardens,  a  well  of 
living  waters,  and  streams  from  Lebanon  ;  "  and  all  that  we 
desire  concerning  it  is,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  mav  awake  as 
the  north  wind,  and  come  as  the  south,  and  blow  upon  this 
our  garden,  that  the  spices  thereof  may  flow  out.  Our  aim  is 
to  enforce,  with  all  the  earnestness  and  power  of  associated 
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effort,  the  true  doctrines  of  grace,  the  true  polity  of  the 
Church,  the  true  nature  of  the  sacraments  as  we  find  them  in 
the  standards  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  To  this 
one  work  we  have  been  prompted  by  the  constraining  love  of, 
Christ,  as  a  means  whereby  we  can  glorify  Him  and  save  im¬ 
mortal  souls.  But  this  great  work,  requiring  so  much  wisdom,, 
truth,  faith,  vigilance,  zeal,  prayer,  and  godliness,  can  be  done 
not  by  the  watchfulness  of  human  care,  nor  by  the  scheming® 
of  human  knowledge,  nor  by  the  force  of  human  energy. 
We  have  indeed  a  mighty  machinery  at  work ;  but  if  it  be  only 
an  engine  of  human  construction,  and  set  in  motion  by  human 
hands,  undirected  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  better  that  it  had  never 
been  devised  and  set  in  operation.  If  our  work  is  not  of  God, 
if  it  is  not  for  the  glory  of  Christ,  if  it  be  not  directed  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  let  it  perish. 

When  human  strength  undertakes  divine  work,  and  human 
wisdom  intrudes  into  divine  schemes,  and  human  learning 
shapes  out  for  itself  what  it  calls  divine  truths,  God  leaves  the 
strength  to  manifest  its  weakness,  the  wisdom  to  display  its 
folly,  and  the  learning  to  betray  its  ignorance  and  presump¬ 
tion.  He  has  given  an  almighty  agent  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  plan  of  redemption  ;  and  only  as  we  work  by,  and 
through,  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  can  we  work  with  power 
and  with  success.  These  are  great  root-truths,  and  they  should 
he  planted  in  each  of  our  hearts,  for  their  due  consideration 
will  keep  us  from  laboring  in  vain  and  spending  our  strength 
for  naught.  And  how  glorious  will  be  the  result  of  living  as 
individuals,  as  ministers,  as  Churchmen,  as  a  Society,  under  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  I  see  it  ascending  like  a  forked 
fiame  into  the  heart  of  the  individual  Christian,  and  it  imme¬ 
diately  glows  with  divine  fervency  until  it  becomes  incandes¬ 
cent  with  glory.  I  see  it  descending  like  a  dove  upon  the 
heads  of  our  ministers,  and  lo !  they  become  full  of  faith, 
filled  with  the  dove-like  qualities  of  God’s  undefiled  One,  yet 
bold  as  lions,  strong  as  wrestlers,  valiant  as  soldiers,  every 
faculty  and  power  of  mind  and  body  being  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  working  in  tireless  energy  and  sweetest  har¬ 
mony  with  the  Spirit  of  God.  I  see  it  visiting  our  Church  like  the 
rushing  mighty  wind,  and  lo  !  it  fills  all  our  houses  of  prayer* 


purges  out  all  errors,  vivifies  all  truth,  and  makes  us  realize  of* 
a  truth  that  the  Lord  is  in  Ills  holy  temple,  in  it,  not  in  cloud 
overshadowing  the  mercy-seat ;  but  in  the  presence  of  a 
spiritual  inhabitation  ;  and  see !  there  is  no  more  coldness  in 
prayer,  no  languor  in  praise,  no  weariness  in  worship,  no 
drowsiness  in  preaching,  no  formalism  in  our  service  ;  but 
every  thing  is  instinct  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  courts  of 
the  earthly  tabernacle  become  none  other  than  the  very  gate 
of  heaven.  I  see  it  descending  upon  our  several  church  insti¬ 
tutions,  poured  out  upon  each  as  a  Spirit  from  on  high,  and 
lo  !  what  a  change — sectional  interest,  party  prejudices,  selfish 
views  are  forgotten;  one  thought  fills  all  committee-rooms,  one 
spirit  pervades  all  schemes,  one  aim  directs  all  instrumentalities, 
and  that  is  the  glory  of  God  in  the  salvation  of  souls — a  salva¬ 
tion  begun,  continued,  and  perfected  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Human  thought  can  not  conceive  the  scenes  of  moral  power 
and  glory  which  are  yet  to  be  seen  on  this  our  fallen  world, 
when  the  Holy  Ghost  shall  make  everv  dav  a  Pentecost,  everv 
church  an  upper  room  at  Jerusalem,  every  congregation  of 
one  heart  and  one  soul,  every  occupation  sanctified,  every 
talent  consecrated,  every  home  hallowed,  every  land  made 
Emmanuel’s,  the  abundance  of  the  sea  converted  unto  God, 
and  the  wdiole  earth  filled  with  His  glory. 

This  is  no  vision  of  fancy.  This  is  prophetic  fact.  Such  a 
time  draweth  on.  The  chariot-wheels  of  the  conquering  Jesus 
may  seem  long  in  coming,  but  we  already  hear  their  distant 
rumble.  The  night  of  heathenism  is  everywhere  breaking 
away,  and  day,  beautiful  day,  is  standing  tip-toe  upon  the 
eastern  mountains.  The  noise  of  battle  and  the  visions  of 
garments  rolled  in  blood,  and  the  dun  cloud  of  war  which  fill 
the  European  firmament,  presage  the  advancing  footstep  of  the 
Son  of  Man.  God  is  arising  to  shake  terribly  the  earth,  the 
times  of  the  turning  and  overturning  of  nations  is  at  hand, 
and  all  things  betoken  the  approach  of  some  great  crisis  in 
human  affairs,  and  some  great  manifestation  of  God's  power 
in  behalf  of  His  holy  Church.  That  Church  we  know  is  to 
triumph,  it  is  to  stretch  out  its  sacramental  arms  until  it  shall 
clasp  the  world  to  its  bosom;  but  this  stupendous  work  is  to 
be  achieved  not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit 
saitli  the  Lord.  Yes  ;  by  the  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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W e  are  living  in  a  remarkable  period  of  the  world's  civil  and 
religious  history.  What  God?s  purposes  are  in  this  commotion 
we  know  not.  When  they  shall  be  accomplished  we  can  not 
tell.  But  we  do  know  that  our  duty  is  to  lift  up  the  standard 
of  the  Lord,  to  seek  a  new  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  be 
instant  and  importunate  in  prayer,  to  live  near  to  the  beating 
heart  of  Jesus,  so  that  its  love-throbbings  may  pulsate  through 
our  soul,  to  put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God,  and,  strong  in  the 
Lord  and  in  the  power  of  His  might,  to  fight  the  good  light  of 
faith  until  called  by  the  Captain  of  our  salvation  to  put  off 
the  battered  harness  of  the  warrior,  and  to  put  on  the  white 
robe  of  the  concpieror  in  Jesus. 
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